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the first general Council, so that the unity of God and the
mission of Mohammed were continually proclaimed in the
city in which the Christian creed had been first authoritatively
defined, but where, now, the professors of that creed could
only on the payment of tribute enjoy the exercise of their
religion. The holy land had passed, as well as Egypt, out of
the hands of the Abbasside into those of the Fatimite Khalifs;
but they were nominally restored to the former by the house
of Seljuk, which reigned about twenty-years over Jerusalem,
but entrusted the hereditary government of it to the chief
of a Turkoman tribe.

This fact would not have been noticed in this rapid his-
torical sketch, had not these rough conquerors, by their
tyranny and exaction, oppressed the pilgrims who came in an
increasing number to visit the temporary sepulchre of our risen
Saviour. The tale which they brought back of insults and
sufferings was the proximate cause of the crusade proclaimed
by Pope Urban the Second, which was hailed by the shouts of A.p.
an immense audience as the will of God, and was enforced by
the promise of a plenary indulgence to all who would enlist
under the banner of the cross. So vast was the multitude
who undertook the engagement, that, in the energetic language
of Anna Comnena, the daughter and historian of the Emperor
Alexis, Europe was loosened from its foundations and hurled
against Asia.* Historians dispute whether the crusades pro-
moted or retarded Christian civilization; but there seems to be
no doubt that they rolled back the tide which would otherwise
have overflowed Europe from the east. The first of these so-
called holy wars issued in the formation, under its leader,
Godfrey of Boulogne, of the feudal kingdom of Jerusalem,
which was maintained with difficulty for near a century. The
Christian is interested in reading; that his brother and succes-
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sor, Baldwin, planted his standard on the walls of Tarsus, and 1000
founded,  beyond the Euphrates, the principality of Edessa,
Saladin, become the conqueror of Egypt and Syria, and pro-

* Alexiad. Xv p. 283.